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Editorial Message 


Stormy Seas 


A Reformation for Denominations: 
The Future of the Church 


by Carnegie Samuel Calian* 


Some of us might sigh with relief that we 


won't be around in 2050; perhaps we can 
hold out — grasping for that invisible con- 
tract we signed in our psyche in which the 
church promised not to abandon us, regard- 
less of how many changes there were, if we 
in turn were faithful. Did we not expect the 
church to provide a measure of stability in 
our lives? Yet, not of us can escape the real- 
ity of change; even death is a changing event 
"boomers" and "busters," that awaits each of us. The big question is 
some of whom are beginning whether churches and related institutions can 
to find the megachurches ap- master dynamic continuity while sailing on 
pealing. Actually, we should stormy seas of change. 

all be concerned and The only way to address change is to face 
troubled over the current it with a forming spirit, to be led by the winds 


—. irit i terri nd to 
and InterVaristy. Others find trends as we enter the digital of the See eal Peete af 
new wineskWis in the much _ world (cf. Nicholas, take a risk for no 


publicized megachurches, often referred to Negroponte, Being Digital, 1995) of the fond 6 ache sacha a ae 
as full-service churches and recently her- twenty-first century. We need leadership aly ene To maintain such an atti- 
alded in the Atlantic Monthly as "The Next _ that has the courage, smarts, and necessary ae Y pve obsolete: heaven knows 
Church." Perhaps the best known ofthese is | commitment to lead Christ's church into the Nags ey pees Laas pencrete Hedi: 
the Willow Creek Church in Barrington, II- next century, not simply institutional main- cated to God in our present buildings. As 
linois, where more than 20,000 peopleregu- tenance keepers. We seek future leaders never before, we need to justify our eOitons 
larly attend services; a budget of 15 million among the clergy and the laity who have a not only to es but to a society that 
dollars includes the salaries of the church's keen desire to make a difference and who eraves spirituality largely outside of the 
192 full-time employees. There are approxi- have the capacity to act on what's at stake the church. 
mately 400 megachurches in the United demise or vitality of our ecclesial institutions. How then would we go about establish- 
States today; and more recently the Willow Many questions bear down upon us. Is ing an ideal church for the next century, one 
Creek Association has been formed with the core mission of the church worth pre- 


that is theologically and biblically sound, 

1,400 churches in North America to teach serving? What "holy gamble" should these caring and nurturing, socially relevant and 
and promote the "Willow Creek principles’ mainline churches make with their limited electronically connected? We nee dich dee 
in their own neighborhoods and regions. resources if they wish to be significant play- velop anew mindset and to sinagine each of 
According to the Atlantic Monthly article, — ers in the next century? Are we defending our existing churches (in spite 0 f present 
"Half of all church-going Americans to cite _ the status quo out of fear of the unknown? eiccurn taneeeanaLfestiictions) as new 
a figure treasured in the Next Church com- Will we go on trying to do things right, but church developments. Each new church 
munity, are attending only 12 percent of the fail to do the right thing? How inviting will development must see ‘eel F first ran fore- 
nation's 400,000 churches. To look at it in our houses of worship be for those born af- most as a Christian witness in a pluralistic 
another way, half of American Protestant ter 1990 who may or may not wish to iden- neighborhood and commit itself to the un- 
churches have fewer than seventy-five _ tify with the Christian church in the next  hurched, many of whom are no doubt in- 
congregants’ (August 1996). century? different or suspicious of the church, hav- 
What the church will be like in 2050 is Seminary communities are not safe ha- ing largely dismissed its relevance in their 
still unknown; but we need to ask whether — vens from the turmoil and confusion felt at youth. This new mindset could liberate us 
the "brand name’ mainline denominations — _ the grassroots, seminaries and churches are fom present inertia and feeling of despair. 
such as Methodists, Reformed, Episcopa- connected institutions that need to support How then would we 20 about establish- 
lians, Lutherans, Baptists, United Church of — and assist one another in articulating the ing an ideal seminary? We need to oe 
Christ, Disciples, and Presbyterians — will Gospel message. To what extent 1s theo- number of things: be clear as to why we eat 
become a shadow of their former selves. logical education as currently practiced sen- and for what we stand; transfer the Oe e 
The present decline casts a doubtful future sitive to the present stresses confronting lo- our beliefs and values into ney eee o 

for denominations and | suspect creates anxi- cal churches? Are we in the seminaries will- seeking to preserve the best of our prou 

ety for younger seminarians who represent ing to particip 


these denominations. We 
can't take the next generation 
or two for granted; we ought 
to have learned that lesson 
from the generation of 


his is an exciting time to 

be in ministry. We are at 
a crossroads, deciding 
whether to fuss further with 
old wineskins or discard them 
for the new (Mark 2:18-22). 
For many, these new wine- 
skins are seen in the vitality 
of parachurch ministries — 
Promise Keepers, Navigators, 
Young Life, Campus Crusade, 


ate meaningfully and rel- heritage and humbly looking to the future; 
ducating leadership for the and create an atmosphere of some security 
> dxt century? Or is the present witha growing appreciation and trust for one 
riculum Bh ply a projection of faculty another, a necessary premise for a aate 
| Brest and ds? conimunication in any organization. In suc 
i | 


*Carnegie Samuel Calian is President and 
Professor of Theology at Pittsburgh Theo- 
logical Seminary. 
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crements we can behold in time something 
new and exciting formed by the grace of God 
and through the guidance of the Spirit. As 
The challenge I received from the Tallberg we work then to fulfill the ideal, we can cel- 
workshop can be summed up ina quote from _ebrate each step of progress to the glory of 
Albert Einstein, who said, "We cannot solve God. Don't fora moment thing that this syn- 
the problems we have created with the same _ thetic process is easy; it takes hard work and 
thinking that created.them." We might a constant empowerment through prayer. 
modify his quote slightly and say for our 
purposes: we are unable to solve the prob- 
lems we have created with the same theolo- 
gizing and church practices that have cre- 
How do we envision the ideal church and ated them. 
seminary? Most of our thinking is analyti- Recently, a mainline pastor shared with 
cal, pointing to structures and asking, How me his concern about ministry. He admit- 
does it work? The analytical method breaks ted that he couldn't wait to retire. 
the whole down into minute parts for ex- "Why?" I asked. " You are only 50 years 
amination and change to improve effi- of age and have at least 15 years of active 
ciency. It enables us to do things right. ministry before you." 
However, doing things right may be the He replied, "I'm not alone in my feelings; 
wrong approach! That may sound para- there are a number of my colleagues who 
doxical, yet, I'm afraid that it is what has feel the same way. We don't want to 'rock 
happened in the attempts to reorganize the the boat' any longer, the ship is clearly too 
Presbyterian Church (USA) that Ihave wit- fragile. At the same time, I no longer feelI | ; 
nessed since 1958 when I was ordained. I can exercise my freedom in Christ before judge ourselves; GSE stimulus to act; and as 
suspect the same might be said of other the congregation. I find myself simply of- @ V!S!0", however imperfect, of the commu- 
mainline denominations. We have been too _ fering church goers what they want to hear nity in the next century. I see a community 
analytical! The analytic approach is geared and that keeps me out of trouble." that embodies: 
to research and solving a problem, examin- How can we respond to this pastor suffer- 1) Wholeness and coherence within diver- 
ing and correcting the parts that lead to the ing from fatigue and loss of purpose? His  %/ Such a community will have a greater 
whole. Analytical thinking is detail ori- personal, unwritten contract for ministry was capacity to BCCeEDU and renew itself in a 
ented, but for the most part it does not envi- to bring prophetic renewal to the church. SWiftly changing world. 
sion adequately the big picture. Finding the old wineskin inadequate and 2) Forgiveness and acceptance. Bonded 
On the other hand, synthetic or systemic beyond repair, he is afraid to divorce him- through its confessions and struggles and 
thinking is occupied with function rather self from it. He finds himself increasingly inspired by Out sacraments and stories, this 
than structure, with dissolving messes, and alone in an urban wasteland where street Ommunity will push on for a deeper unity 
with the role of the part within the whole. signs are torn down and where spotlights are through Christ. 
Synthetic thinking seeks understanding no longer dependable. The present flow of 3) Shared values and a willingness to 
rather than knowledge. It aims for effective- _ traffic and noise in and out of the church no stand up for them amid the ambiguities in 
ness; doing the right thing rather than do- longer makes sense to him. The paradigm society. As John Gardner, founder of Com- 
vo things right. It is primarily design ori- _ has shifted, and he is nostalgic for an earlier mon Cause, has written, "Individuals have 
ing drather than detail oriented. Itlooks to one and is still grasping tightly in his hand 4 role in the continuous rebuilding of the 
Sai (the ideal church or seminary) and _ that invisible contract he made when he ac- _ Value framework, and the best thing that they 
Pe to the appropriation of the necessary cepted his call to ministry. . can do is not to preach values but to exem- 
arts that would enable us to function at our How many parishioners are there in the plify them. Teach the truth by living it. All 
pest Synthetic thinking, for instance, would pews today who have similar feelings and of us celebrate our values in our behavior. 
peckon us to envision the Kingdom of God have "dropped out” or have taken ‘early re- It is the universal ministry. The way we act 
and then to proceed toward that end under _ tirement" from church life for a number of and conduct our lives is saying something 
the Spirit's guidance. personal reasons? An active churchwoman _ to others — perhaps something reprehensible, 
[ was introduced to this way of thinking told me recently that she took a "sabbatical" perhaps something encouraging" (Guilding 
recently as a participant at an invitational from church for several months and was Commimaniiy, 17). 
workshop sponsored by the Tallberg Foun- surprised with the realization that she didn't 4) Care, trust, and teamwork. Reality re- 
dation under the theme "Preparing for the miss it. Is she on the way to becoming an- sides in authentic relationships. This com- 
21st Century: Leadership in an Age of other church dropout? My hope is that nei- munity will not avoid conflict, but will work 
Learning." Professor Russell L. Ackoff of ther this pastor nor parishioner will give up towatd constructive outcomes in disagree- 
the University of Pennsylvania stimulated on the church, but discover a systemic way aw eae ; 
us to go beyond analysis and to employ a __ of thinking and thereby implement steps:to- ) Attentiveness. People in this commy- 


systems approach as we prepare ourselves ward an ideal church. Working in small in- 


an atmosphere, we should consider zero- for the challenges of the next century. (cf. 
based curriculum planning — where every Peter M. Senge, The Fifth Discipline: The 
course and teaching method would need to Artand Practice of the Organization, 1994). 
be justified; and we should be prepared to 
deal with the struggle over turf among col- 
leagues. Seminaries could model for the 
churches the dialogical attitude needed in 
facing the critical issues that will have sur- 
faced in the next century. 
Toward the Community of God 
I believe we can begin a new reformation 
for denominations if we are willing to shed 
the old wineskin and to begin stitching a new 
one together. Working toward the ideal in- 
stitution (church or seminary) will take us 
beyond our fragmented theologies and 
present skirmishes. Thinking more holisti- 
cally and synthetically and operating with a 
spirit discipleship and discipline, we can 
begin to incarnate the characteristics of the 
community of God. I offer the following 
twelve characteristics as pieces of the new 
wineskin; as a standard by which we can 


Analysis or Synthesis 


Continued on Page 4 
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Australia 


Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, Executive Director of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA) submitted to the 
AMAA Board of Directors the following report about his visit 
to Australia from April 23 to May 3, 1999. 


his was my first mission field trip to Australia. 

The purpose of the trip was to visit and have personal fel- 
lowship with the leaders and members of the local Armenian 
Evangelical community, and to learn more about their church 
life, witness, needs and hopes. 

Australia is a “Western Democracy” occupying an entire con- 
tinent far from the Western World. The official language (En- 
glish) and the lifestyle of its inhabitants reflects its mainly West- 
ern origin, but the population of the country (more than 19 
million) represent a multi-cultural society. Forty percent of the 
Australians.are immigrants or first-generation children of immi- 
grants. East Asian countries are providing the majority of the 
new settlers in Australia. Only 1.5% of the population is of 
Aboriginal background. 

The Armenian Community numbers about 30,000, settled 
mainly in Sydney and Melbourne. Pockets of Armenians are 
found in Perth, Adelaide and other cities. Armenians were present 
in Australia as early as 1930, but the community came into 
existence in the early 1960's, after the influx of immigrants from 

Egypt, Syria, Iran and Lebanon. Few are from Armenia. Due to 
recent stringent immigration laws, no significant number of im- 
migrants are currently let into the country. The Armenian com- 
munity represents one of the lively local ethnic minority groups. 
Besides the government-supported Armenian radio program, 
there are three weekly radio programs and a one-hour TV pro- 


(Continued from page 3) 


feelings can be expressed. 


unique mission and purpose in society, this 1 
We are called to be the community of love, 


nity will listen carefully to one another and 


appreciate one another's passions and life 
histories. 

6) Engagement and participation. With ev- 
eryone playing a role, this community will en- 
hance self-esteem and a sense of belonging. 

7) Affirmation. 

8) Play and celebration. 

9) All ages. Especially the youth will be 
welcome in this community, and the elderly 
will be embraced. 

10) Networking. Never losing sight of its 


community will form relationships with a 
wide range of organizations. 

11) Gratitude. This community will not 
take its own mission and direction for 
granted, and at the same time it will stand 
open to the future. 

12) Sanctuary. In such a community, 
people will uphold one another in prayer as 
they take mutual responsibility for each 
person's daily walk in faith. It will be a safe 
place where people's thoughts, doubts, and 


created by the triune God whose essence 
is the emboiement of love within a divine 
community. Reaching the Kingdom of God 
is nothing less than entering this Commu- 
nity of God, a perfect fellowship of oneness, 
more beautiful than we can ever imagine 
(see John 17). Let us dare to discard old 
wineskins, discovering and embracing new 


ones to lead. us onward to the promised King- 
dom of God in this next century. 


gram. There are one monthly, one weekly and one bimonthly 
Armenian publications. A number of cultural and patriotic or- 
ganizations are active in the community. There are three schools: 
St. Gregory Armenian School (280 students), founded and oper- 
ated by the local Armenian Catholic priest, Father Andon 
Tutunjian; A. & S. Galstaun Armenian High School (340 stu- 
dents) with Mr. V. Karamian as principal; and the AGBU’s 
Alexander Armenian School (50 students) with Mrs. Laura 
Artinian as director. There are also three Saturday Armenian 
schools with a combined student body of 180 or more. The 
community also has an old age home, the Alexander Nursing 
Home of Sydney. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church of Sydney has fifty or more 
families. It was founded in 1966. In 1969 several members left 
the church and founded the Armenian Brethren Church of 
Sydney. In 1973, the AMAA sent Rev. Bernard Guekguezian to 
Sydney to reorganize the congregation. Upon his recommenda- 
tion, the Church was affiliated with the Uniting Church in Aus- 
tralia (UCA). In 1976, another group left the congregation and 
founded the Armenian Brotherhood Church. In 1987, yet an- 
other grouP separated and established the Armenian Nazarene 
h of Sydney. In 1986, UCA offered an old church build- 
the church. In 1995 the church demolished the old build- 

ing, and with the help of the AMAA built its current beautiful 
sanctuary, which was dedicated in November, 1996. The fol- 
lowing have served as the pastors of the Church: Brother Khachig 
Khachigian (1966-75); Rev. Hovhannes Keverekian (1975-80); 
Rev. Avedis Philibosian (1980-85); Rev. Hovhannes Karjian 
(1988-90): Rev. Herald Hassessian (1990-93). The current pas- 
tor is Rev. Krikor Youmoushakian, who has been ministering to 
the Church since 1993. Regular weekly activities of the church 
include: Sunday worship service with 60 or more in attendance; 
Sunday School with 30 students; Christian Endeavor Youth meet- 
ings; adolescents’ meetings; prayer meetings at homes; women’s 
weekly meetings. The congregation has a significant number of 
young couples with children. Professionals are few. Most are 
in commerce. Some are owners of successful business ventures. 
The language used in the church is Armenian. However, chil- 
dren use English when talking with one another. 


Chure 
ing to 


| squeezed in a range of activities in my 8 days in Australia: 
- Preaching on Sunday April 25 (Armenian Genocide Commemora- 
tion, with more than 90 worshippers); 
- Interviews with the Armenian section of the Special Broadcasting 
Service of Australia, the “Dziadzan” and “Voice of Karabagh” radio 
programs, the Armenian TV Program of Sydney’s Channel 31, and 


Australia 


t 


Rev. Youmoushakian and Rev. & Mrs. Janbazian visit with (clock- 
wise) officers of the Uniting Church in Australia; Arch. A. 
Baliozian; St. Gregory Armenian School students; 6th graders of 
the Alexander Armenian School which sponsors an orphan child 
in Armenia; and the principal and the officers of the Board of 
Trustees of A. & S. Galstaun School. 


the “Armenia” weekly publication; 
- Visit to the local Armenian Schools; 
= Courtesy calls on Arch. Aghan Baliozian, the Primate of the Ar- 
menian Apostolic Diocese of the Far East; Rev. Gregor Henderson, 
yas Secretary, and other leaders of the Uniting Church in Aus- 
- Meetings with the pastor and the Council of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church, and the leaders of the Armenian Brethren, Brother- 
hood and Nazarene churches: 
- A two-day visit to Melbourne where there are several of my child- 
hood friends from my native Anjar, and some Evangelical families, 
including my cousins; 
= Speaking at a special meeting of the Young Adults group, and a 
meeting with the Women's bible Study Group, at which Louisa 
spoke; and 
- Preaching at the AMAA Sunday worship service on May 2, and 
speaking at an after-service AMAA benefit luncheon. 

The Armenian community of Australia is young and lively. How- 
ever, Armenians feel isolated and cut off from other larger commu- 
nities in other parts of the world. Assimilation is inevitable in the 
long run, The Armenian Evangelical congregation is also young. 
Itis small, but active. The Church represents a visible and respected 
Armenian Evangelical presence in Sydney. The pastor of the 
Church, Rey. Youmoushakian, is well-liked and respected by the 
congregation, the Armenian community and the leadership of the 

Uniting Church in Australia. He is a man of vision and deep com- 
mitment. The leadership of the Church is appreciative of the 
AMAA’s support. The AMAA is lrespected and supported by the 
congregation. Several individuals expressed interest in taking an 

active part in the life and work of the Association. I met with a 

select group of AMAA supporters who agreed to serve as the found- 

ing members of a local AMAA District Committee. The Armenian 

Evangelical Church of Sydney has a growing congregation. It rep- 

resents a shining example of the witness and service of the Arme- 

nian Evangelical Church.O 


Armenia 


AMAA's Dedicated Service in Armenia 


by Margaret T. Bailey 


rom the first moment I arrived in 

Armenia, I was amused by the incon- 
gruent mixture of Soviet and Western cul- 
tures. Beneath the trappings of the old 
Soviet style airport guard uniform, ap- 
peared a gracious sentry delighted to wel- 
come new visitors. The Cold War may have 
trapped this ancient jewel behind the Iron 
Curtain and away from public view, but 
today Armenia is emerging from its com- 
munist snare. As a non-Armenian growing 
up in the Fresno area, I always admired the 
strength of the Armenian family, commu- 
nity and church. Now I had the opportu- 
nity to walk the historic paths of this an- 
cient and treasured culture. Armenia is a 
country of political and economic pioneers 
blazing an uncharted course in the post 
Soviet era. If there is a single ray of hope 
in all the former Soviet empire, It is the 
nation of Armenia. However, if Armenia is 
to rise above the legacy of Soviet doctrine, 
we, who have been so blessed, must com- 
mit our resources and talents on the front 
line of this effort 

During my brief visit to Armenia I had 
the privilege of meeting with individuals 
a government, education, and humanitar- 
ian agencies. There are many dedicated ser 
vants who have sacrificed careers and for- 
tunes in the West in order to participate in 
rebuilding this glorious nation and ensut- 
ing a future of economic, political, and so- 
cial stability. Among the most noteworthy 
endeavors I saw while in Armenia was the 
work of the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America (AMAA). Elizabeth 
Agbabian, a tireless champion of the 
AMAA Orphan Care Project, was instru- 
mental in introducing us to the devoted 
team at the AMAA’s Yerevan headquat- 
ters. This dedicated Christian agency is at 
the forefront of selfless sacrifice in the task 
of underpinning the social structure that 
collapsed at the demise of the Soviet er 
The work of the AMAA is to be highly 
commended. The Association is making 
great strides in meeting the needs of a com- 
munity on many vital fronts, including: 
medical labs, pharmacies, dental offices. 
ee 
ye E Bailey, Ph.D., is the Interim Dire 
Uritvehetiy Center of Point Loma NBO 
sity in San Diego, California. 


orphanages, summer 
camps, seminary training, 
schools, and churches. 
There are few areas of hu- 
man need that the hands of 
the AMAA are not reach- 
ing through selfless dedi- 
cation. 

The tasks are daunting, 
but the AMAA team forges 
ahead in love, meeting the 
needs of over 2,000 or-~ 
phans and destitute chil- 
dren and their families, and 
many more in the numer- 
ous communities they 
serve. Their resources are 
limited, the needs are over- 
whelming, but the results 
are so promising that there 
is not a shadow of discour- 


agement among any of the 


Left to Right: Anna Sykee, Elizabeth Agbabian, Eleonor Markarian 


— Je: : ae i E 
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_ Among the nays 
AMAA tear ; ere (Manager of the AMAA office in Yerevan), Dr. Margaret T. Bailey 
many routine service Y and Violet Fermanian at the AMAA Center in Yerevan. i 


he distribu- 

a, basic food deliver- 
ies for needy children and their families, 
student Junch programs, heating oil distri- 
bution, distribution of Bibles and other de- 
votional material, and other projects. As a 
business woman, I was impressed by the 
strict accountability they maintain for the 
financial resources entrusted in their care. 
They take what God has provided though 
your donations and stretch it across a na- 
tion that has been left without the basic 
ervices that we in the West take for 


perform are th 
tion of infant formul 


social s 


oranted. Ec, 
‘ On one occasion, our team was invited 


to accompany the AMAA’S construction 
supervisor, Mike Balabanian, ona tour of 
several AMAA projects. This day-long 
journey was truly the highlight es he 
to Armenia. In that brief time I was able to 
ross-section of the many AMAA 
rojects. We visited an orphanage, dental 
cilities, 4 medical clinic, sae aa 
nary, and several construction Sites: hen 
touring the orphanage wee a te bag 
into the eye> of the precio orp ha 
cee the hope that exists, due to the minis- 
re he AMAA staff and the thou- 
ho donate your resources. 


an opportunity to catch a 


view a 


trations of f 
sands of you W 
This was truly 


glimpse into the heart and compassion of 
Christ working through the hands of the 
AMAA staff. But those who serve require 
all of our help to continue meeting basic 
subsistence needs and to complete the work 
that remains. 

There are many opportunities for all of 
us to serve and to make a difference. A good 
place to start is with the AMAA. The new 
Armenian Center and the Point Loma 
Nazarene University campus in San Diego, 
California, is looking forward to sending 
small groups of college students to Yerevan 
to work in AMAA construction, summer 
camps, and missions projects. Our help is 
needed for the provision of materials and 
funds for these vitally needed programs. On 
a personal level, we can all sponsor an 
AMAA orphan for $20 a month or $240 a 
year. But if even this level of financial com- 
mitment is difficult, then a combined effort 
among friends and associates can be under- 
taken. For example, the Point Loma Nazarene 
University’s administrative staff has taken 
on the challenge of sponsoring an AMAA 
orphan. The Point Loma Nursing Depart. 
ment is exploring ways to support the AMAA 
medical lab through donated services and 

Continued on page 8 
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equipment. With the dedicated and experi- 
enced AMAA staff to serve as our guide and 
model, Point Loma Nazarene University fac- 
ulty and students look forward to many ser- 
vice opportunities and the fulfillment that 
comes from working alongside those com- 
mitted to a life of self-sacrifice. I look for- 
ward to many years of association with my 
new AMAA friends who are the hands and 
heart of Christ for many children who would 
not otherwise know Him. 


I encourage everyone to make the journey 
to Armenia and experience this historic pe- 
riod, as the nation moves forward on the path 
toward democratization and open markets. 
The whole country is alive with excitement 
and change. Not only is it easy to fall in love 
with the people, but it is very humbling to 
experience first hand the impact that dedi- 
cated servants, such as the AMAA workers, 
can have in shaping a nation. If we in the 
West neglect our duty to support the chil- 


dren who will form the democratic founda- 
tion of the nation, then we will have failed 
to prepare our children and the children of 
Armenia for their responsibility among the 
community of nations, to selflessly serve and 
compassionately care for those caught in the 
throes of political upheaval. Let us not turn 
our backs on the plight of thousands of Ar- 
menian children struggling to survive in a 
prosperous global economy that will other- 
wise leave them behind. LJ 


AMAA's Child Sponsorship Program in Armenia 


Directly after the devastating earthquake of 1988 in 
Armenia, the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) began conducting relief operations there, providing 
basic health & nutrition support to the victims of the 
disastrous natural catastrophy. 

In 1991, the AMAA began a sponsorship program in 
order to help orphans and children of impoverished families 
on a regular basis. Through its Orphan/Child Care 
Program, created especially for relief projects in Armenia, 
the Association reaches out to the destitute and 
marginalized children of Armenia. The Association is 
dedicated to safeguarding the future of the children of 
Armenia by ensuring their survival now. 

The program began with just 37 sponsored children. 
Over the years, due to the overwhelming response to the 
AMAA's appeals, the program has grown to include over 
2000 orphaned and destitute children and their families. 
Through scheduled year-round home visits by AMAA's 


I appreciate the work of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) is doing in Armenia and 
Karabagh especially, for the orphans and children of needy 
and impoverished families. 


2 Iam enclosing a one-time gift of $ to help the 
AMAA provide necessary assistance for orphaned and 


impoverished children in Armenia. 


“| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| I would like to become a sponsor of a child in Armenia/ 
Karabagh. Please sign me up as a sponsor of 
child(ren) at $240.00 per child, per year. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


C7 Please provide information on how to become a sponsor. 


relief workers, the sponsored children and their families 
are supplied with necessary provisions and cash. The 
AMAA provides basic foodstuffs, clothing, personal 
hygiene and health items and school supplies. 

Following is a listing of some of the relief supplies which 
are distributed at regular intervals: 


Foodstuff - powdered milk, flour, rice, bulgur, lentils, sugar, 
canned meats, salt, canned vegetables, canned soup, oil, 
butter, jam and pasta. 

Clothing - sweaters, hats, socks, gloves, shvoes/boots, 
winter coats, underwear, shirts, pants and T-shirts. 
Personal Hygiene & Health items - soap, shampoo, 
laundry detergent, deodorant, combs, brushes, toothpaste, 
tooth brushes, children's vitamins, cough syrup, aspirin. 
School supplies - notebooks, pencils, pens, eraser, 
crayons, colored pencils, rulers, writing paper, books, 
school bags. 

The AMAA also provides special-event programs for 
children during Christmas/New Year and Easter holidays. 

During the summer months, summer camp and Daily 
Vacation Bible School programs are offered. 

Through the Armenian Children's Milk Fund the AMAA 
also provides life-saving nutrition to infants who are lactose 
intolerant. 

In addition, under the supervision of Rev. René Léonian 
of Paris, France, and Mr. Harout Nercessian of Montreal, 
Canada, the AMAA's local staff provides social services, 
Christian fellowship and loving care to the orphans and 
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Armenia 


For Armenia's Children 
with Love 


na crisp March afternoon at the wilshire Country club in Los 
‘Angeles, CA, 250 guests experienced a festive event on be- 
half of Armenia's children. 

Preceding the Spring themes luncheon, guests inspected carious 
silent auction items and enjoyed a lively fashion show featuring 
local children. Michelle Shirikian introduced each child and de- 
scribed the constumes being modelled. 

Elizabeth Agbabian, the keynote speaker, updated the atten- | 
tive audience on Armenia's visible children - the abondened, i —_ ' 
homeless and orphaned. she elaborated on the Armenian Mis- Meinkers of the Fashion Show Benefit Event Committee. 
sionary Association of America's response to this heartbreaking 


situation. 
All of the $60,000 r 


Jabarian and Michelle Shirikian. Committee members include: 
aised will go directly to the AMAA's projects Elizabeth Agbabian, Diane Cabaloff, Gina Felikian, Mary 
in Armenia, where thousands of needy children and their families Hovhanessian, Hermine Janoyan, Sandra Kaloemkiarian, Mary 
receive loving care and material help. Kassabian, Grace Kay, Grace Kurkjian, Joyce Stein and Savey 


Co-chairs of this project were Linda Kay Abdulian, Christina Tufenkian. O 


FOR AMAA SUMMER MINISTRIES IN ARMENIA 


PRAYER REQUESTS 


itor’ The following is the most recent monthly prayer-request letter written by Mr. Harout Nercessian, the AMAA 
aa ye i xe in Armenia. The letter is sent to churches and individuals who are interested in Christina education 
eputy epresen ‘ally - 


ministries to Children and youth in Armenia. 


Greetings in the name of our Lord! 
This is AMAA-Armenia’s June °99 prayer reque 
Armenia. 


I want to thank our supporters fo 
for the recruitment of leaders and fo 


sts, focusing on AMAA’s Christian Education (CE) and summer activities in 


istance and prayers. Last month we had requested our supporters prayers 


r their practical ass 1 : , 
f our summer activities. Let me give a brief update. 


r the preparation © 


God is actually raising new leaders, but we need more, especially men. 


Leadership Recruitment: 
On a positive note, we have seen a few young men join our ministries, 


This is a long-term endeavor and an 
We have very few men serving in oul 
during the last few weeks. 


n on-going need. 
CE ministries. 


aration: 
e at the peak of our 


hildren will participa 


preparation activities. We are doing lots of administrative work, and training 


Summer Activities Prep 
te in our summer activities. There is the need for more, but we have reached 


As I write this note, we at 
seminars, More than 7,500 ¢ 
our budget limitations. 

Thank you for your prayers int 
camp sites have been found (most 0 
camp workers gather for a five-day pla 
A camp site has not yet been confirmed. raeuit 

Thank you again for your prayers and for your sup 


ough the preparations are not complete, I feel we have a good handle on it. Good 
e been selected, and training seminars have started. In one week, all the 
conference. The only outstanding item is the Georgia Summer Camps 


his area. Alth 
f the workers hav 
nning and training 


ra 


In Christ’s service, 
Harout Nercessian 


AMAA Armenia, Deputy Representative 


News and Notes 


News and Notes 


UACC Sanctuary Dedication Service Rededication at 
by the earthquakes that oc. Armenian Evangelical 
cur from time to time in Church in Istanbul 


California. The Armenian : : 
Missionary Association of he Armenian Evangelical Church of 
America provided the Gedik Pasha, located in Istanbul, Tur- 
Minish tbls @ Touriniceat key, is one of the oldest Armenian Evan- 
loan to facilitate the project. gelical churches. Over the years, however, 
Commemorating the oc- the church had fallen into disrepair, as ne- 
casion, Art Avazian, build- glect and lack of funds took their toll. 
ing committee chairman, Last summer, however, under the leader- 
wad «Brent Levonian, SsaipefKekor Agabaloglu, a preacher of the 
project coordinator for the church and chairman of the renovation pro- 
church, presented a sym- tam, a serious effort was begun to reno- 
bolic key to Louis vate both the sanctuary and the fellowship 
Kurkjian, moderator, and to hall of the church. Donations from mem- 
bers of the congregation, together with a 


FRENCH GENTLEMEN IN NEW YORK 


vas composed in French by Dr. Kegham 


Editor's Note: The following poem v 
pe? by Ms. Elizabeth Yeghiazarian. The 


Boyadjian and translated into English 
inspiration for the poem was the 80th anniversary celebration of the abe 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA) that took place in October b 
Your names and faces very keen to us: 
Andy the President, Movses the Executive, 
Vahan the gentle poet and Edward, a Frenchman his heart. 


How shall we forget the American sky, 
We have enjoyed very closely, 

The skyscrapers as golden stair, 

The streets and avenues full of life, 
The liberty as a present to the world, 


And the traffic busy with yellow taxis, 
Rushing under and on the Washington bridge. 


We came to visit you brothers through all these years 
Neither with Lafayette nor with Aznavour, 
Disregarding your dollars, 

Let them>be dealt by Wall Street, 

But only to enjoy this unforgettable day. 


We will remember the figure 80, 
Age of the AMAA, a hope for every day, 


se 


‘Haniou, sues | _Rev. Ron Tovmassian, se- y 
anise 1 We will remember the work you are doing 


Mee 21 was an important day in the 
life of the United Armenian Congre- 


gational Church (UACC). A special service 
was held to dedicate the refurbished sanc- 
tuary, which has been an ongoing project 
for more than a year. The celebration in- 
cluded an abundance of music by the Chan- 
cel Choir, the PrimeTime Children's Choir, 
a duet, the Handbell Choir and the Praise 


nior pastor, on behalf of the 
building committee. Messages were given 
by members of the church leadership and 
several ministers as the sanctuary was dedi- 
cated to the furthering of God's Kingdom. 
Truly, the sermon, "The Glory of the Lord 
Filled the House," was a fitting tribute for 
this day. 

Following the service, the Board of Dea- 
cons hosted a lunch for the church family in 


matching grant from the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America (AMAA) made 
this work possible. 

The rededication ceremony of the church's 
fellowship hall took place on October 23, 
1998. About 300 Armenian and non-Arme- 
nian Christians from the Istanbul area were 
present. Among them were Hovhannes 
Torkomoglu, chairman of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Pera (the other Ar- 


Thanks to this old lady, always efficient 
And acting to help our weak land. 


Thank you first to your elders 

Who have transformed in hope 

A troubled future, because they had 
In their heart the love of Jesus. 


We will remember as stenciled in our minds 


In Sofia, Teheran, Brussels or Beirut, and 
Of course in Armenia. You are always looking 


for a new field to evangelize. 


And in the towns of France, we pray our God 

To increase your faith, through the Holy Spirit. 
The faith that helps the poor and give hope to humanity. 
We French are amazed by the work accomplished. 


menian Evangelical Church in Istanbul) and 
Rey. Jean Agopian of France, who led a del- 


UN STUDY FINDS 
GAP WIDENING 


the Paul Avazian Hall. Many individuals 
and committee members who had dedicated 


De 


ndria F estival 


Music worship team. Also, the congrega- 
tion joined in singing praises to God for His 


wonderful gift of'a newly redone sanctuary. their time and effort to make the sanctuary a egation of 15 people representing the Ar- 

The renovation work, which cost about one reality were recognized. With the comple- menian Evangelical churches of France. A M. A A Participates in Alexa BETWEE 
railfon dollars, was necessitated by tion of the renovation work, the congrega- The renovation of the sanctuary is in nia. This year's festival took N 
struction damage to the sanctuary caused tion can feel most richly blessed. O progress. 0 KE: since its inception in the wake of Gumi, ee May 15, 1999, and fea- ARMENIA' S 

place on music, food, arts and RICH AND POOR 


the tragic earthquake of 1988 in Arme- tured Armenian dance, 


nia, the A] at : py change Com- : ‘ous years, the Armenian 
merit: Cot eae crafts. ASD Ean of America (AMAA) 


mittee of the city of Alexandria, VA, have afts ae : | 
been otganizing Annual Armenian Festivals Missoni the festival aad a 
‘© raise funds for humanitarian programs I pa books, Bible on 
ing the work of 
the AMAA. Mr. 
Dikran Youmshakian, 
office Manager of 
AMAA, was also 
available to speak 
about the AMAA's 
work in Armenia to the 
public. This year, the 
festival, which was 
attended by thou- 
sands of local resi- 
dents and Armenians 
from neighboring 


According to a study by the UN 
Development Program, the living 
standards of most Armenians have 
deteriorated over the last few years 
and the gap between rich and poor 
was widened, the Armenian news 
agency Armenpress reported. 

UNDP research found that 20 per 
cent of the most well-off families in 
Yerevan receive 63 per cent of all 
income while the poorest families get 
only 4.7 per cent of all income, the 
agency said. 

According to UN calculations, CIS 
citizens receiving less than 4 dollars 
a day or 120 dollars a month are 


Rev. Robert Sarkissian Awarded French Medal 


to make the church a locus in 
which Muslim-Christian dia- 
logue could take place. Due to 
this service, among many oth- 
ers, by decree of the President of 


pation in the Armenian Evangelical Union, 
his work at the Center for Armenian Handi- 
capped in Lebanon, and his role as a Board 
member of Haigazian University. 

Rev. Sarkissian was born in 1929, in 
the Republic of France, Rev. Marseilles, France. He received his Master of 
Sarkissian was awarded the  pjvinity degree from Aiox-en-Provence and 
French Ensign of Knighthood of served as a pastor in the Marseilles area. He 
the National Order of Merit. visited Lebanon several times during his youth, 
7 : The award ceremony ye held finally settling there, with his wife Terese, in 
4 Se : ] "4s me see Senne ; ver 1970. At that time, he had gone to Beirut to 

: ee a S ace in Beirut. any loca i 
Rev, Jean Tartur, President of the Protestant Federa- French and Armenian dignitar- study Armenian for two years. When he was 
tton of France, Terese and Rey. Rob arkissi : ; about to leave and return to France, he was 

ev. Robert Sarkissian, jeg were in attendance, along oe : 
Abassador Daniel Jouanneau and his wife. : : asked to stay in Beirut and work as director of 
with members of the Lebanese ; y : 
the Karaguezian Foundation (an Armenian 


R* Robert Sarkissian has served as 
pastor to the French Protestant Church 
of Beirut, Lebanon, for the past 29 years. 
Throughout the civil war, his church met 
regularly for Sunday worship and these meet- 
ings were open to people of every faith and 
ethnic ormnin Rev Sarkiceian alen worked 


parliament. The Ambassador of France, Mr. 
Daniel Jouanneau, spoke of Rev. Sarkissian's 
role as a catalyst for reconciliation between 
Muslims and Christians during a time of civil 
and national strive. The Ambassador went 
on to mention Rev. Sarkissian's contribution 
hex Fixe ae Aen) aa ata. IMNOnMAanhGCiL 


medical and social aid institution). For the 
past three decades, Rev. Sarkissian and his 
wife, Terese, have served with unselfish de- 
votion to their Armenian Lebanese and 
French communities in Beirut, where they 
continue their lives of loving service. O 


Th _ ef, 
’€ AMAA table at the Alexandria- 


Gumrt 


Festival. 


considered to be poor. 
The average monthly salary in 
Armenia is 27 dollars. 


5, will benefit 
phan 


town 
schools and or 
care programs in 
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Mary Karakashian Boyadjian 

Mary Karakashian ar 
Boyadjian was one 
of twins born in | 
Antioch (Musa | 
Dagh) around 1906. | _ 
Her exact date of 
birth is unknown as 
she was orphaned at 
an early age and the 
documents kept in 
Bibles and churches 
Woe destroyed by the Turks. 

During the 1915-18 massacre of Arme- 
mians by the Turks, she was a “hidden child” 
ria an Arab Moslem family who treated 
her very kindly. To help her blend into her 
new environment, they changed her name 
from Cima to Nariman and told her to Te 
spond, “bilmehm,” (Turkish for “I don't 
know”) to all questioners. 

After the war, her older sister, Zarouhi, lo- 
cated her and brought her to a Catholic con- 
vent in Lebanon, where the nuns immediately 
changed her name to Mary. The two sisters 
remained there until they were summoned to 
Join their two brothers in Jerusalem. The boys 
had been brought there from the Suez refugee 
foe in Egypt by an Anglican Missionary, 

le headmaster of St. George’s School. Mary 
Was enrolled as a nursing student at the En- 
glish Government Hospital. She absolutely 
loved that vocation and rendered her services 
Wherever needed. 
ald ile she was a student, Haroutune Boye 
a a friend and fellow-student of her broth 

- Volunteered to tutor her in English. They 
Were married in 1930 and lived in Jerusalem 
unl 1960, always affiliated with the Angli- 
©an Bishopric where her husband Haroutune, 

ie graduated from St. George's seheg 
ter eee a teacher at the same school. ee 
the ; ¥ 1 948 Arab-Israel war, he was namer 
© Institution’s first non-British headmaster. 

A el who was renowned for her hospitality, 

svcd as the school’s nurse and housekeepe!- 
en that time, the family was oes 

Mises ae temporary quarters on sohoe 
conse, as their house was in no-man aa ras 

ae quently in the line of fire between the 

Ctlons. The first truce signed in | 948 between 

tabs and Jews was signed in their living ee 

ager 1960, they emigrated to the U.S. 3 

tled in West Newton, MA, at the Fess? oP 
ec where her husband was 4 boarding 

aster. Mary was a housemother to the boys: 
She comforted and mothered many @ home- 


at lad. They loved the children and bow 
Adapted to life in the U.S. She passed 1 
a 


driver? 
mage S exam on her first try. “Mummy. 
rea Children called her, was a most dete 

ving and caring mother and grandmotn 


e of humor. She always en- 
folks to continue with their 
personally escorted young 
women and enrolled them in nursing programs 
in hospitals, rescuing them from a life of abuse 
and poverty. She used to say, “An causes is 
security, like gold bracelets on one s arm. 

She appreciated beauty in nature and 
loved to arrange flowers and watch the birds. 
She loved her Lord and Creator, enjoyed 
Bible Study and never tired from reading 
her Bible, especially the Psalms. Mary and 


i 54 years. They 
and were married for : 
Hae his retirement in 


with a great sens 
couraged young 
education. She 


Lh band by 14 fee ; ae 

ailed hysically and men ; 
Hee 5 oe were spend atthe Arme- 
i n where she passed on 
rd on November 24, 1998. 
Home she is remembered 
always contented and 


nian H 
to be with the Lo 


At the Armenian 
as loving to dance, 


ile. 
hee Coes by 4 children: Lucy Jan- 
# ve Haig Boyadjian of NJ, Peter Boyadj- 
FLm and Anahid Thomas of England; 5 
at-grandchildren. 


grandchildren, and 8 gre 


Vergine Badett 
Vergine Badeer, iB 


the second of four 
children. wa 


hurch, in 


- : 
person el C 
Be angelica! a aa h honors 
menian ergine graduated da i 
ate Con- 
AlepPp rrench College of Immacu cone 
from the Alepp® and taught French a 
ception 1" ethel Schools. me 
femmanue? a q vital role in Vergine’s 
The ord P ung age> she was ee 
j : 00 
life. AtE Y er, teaching Sunday | ; ae 
church Me" ye studies. She be a 
and leacite | to contribute regularly 
iting SX! ication. 
writing ver”, @ monthly publica mn 
Chanass vi she an Augustine 
In May ab moved to Jerusalem, fe 
wie an 
were scale her husband was an ea : 
estine. ae ny. Two years later, | ie 
Hie ‘ red to Beituts na ey 
ere transi© _ There, 
were ta ih families very hapPy Soni 
made both bers the Ashrafie : : 
2 art- 
Deca e ;mmersed herself aoe i 
ele : “ties. e was 
where amunit tivities ei 
jy into col nd again taught Sunday 


several committees 


Obituaries 


School and led Bible studies. For years, she 
taught French on a volunteer basis at the 
Central High School. In fact, some of the 
present Evangelical ministers in the USA 
have been her students. 

The devoted couple were very active in com- 
munity affairs and utilized their energies and 
financial resources to make “Kchag” (a summer 
camp in Lebanon) a reality. They were instru- 
mental in founding the Undernourished 
Children’s Summer Project. The first year, 
Vergine volunteered to do all the cooking for 
the children and was a loving mother to all. 

They were staunch supporters of AMAA and 
donated their entire estate of over $1,000,000 
as a trust fund, the income of which supports 
various worthy mission programs. 

The Badeers immigrated to Fresno in 
1982, where Vergine continued to raise 
money for “Chanasser” and the Undernour- 
ished Children’s camp. Their home was al- 
ways open to the lonely, needy and or- 
phaned. Vergine received all with her beau- 
tiful, contagious smile which she retained 
until the end of her life. 

Vergine’s health began to deteriorate af- 
ter her husband’s death in 1993. She was 
invited to stay in New Jersey with her brother 
Edward’s family but she opted to live in the 
Ararat Home in Los Angeles. 

On February 20, 1999, Vergine went 
peacefully to be with her loved ones and 
her Lord, whom she served faithfully and 
lovingly. Funeral services were conducted 
by Reverends Barkev Darakjian and Ron 
Toymassian on February 24 at the Church 
of the Hill in the Forest Lawn Cemetery in 
Hollywood Hills. 

We thank God for her life, which reflected 
her Christian beliefs as she touched count- 
less lives and was an inspiration to many.L] 


Gladys A. Malian 

Gladys A. Malian, 
beloved wife of the 
late Arthur M. 
Malian, and a loving 
mother,grandmother, 
and great - grand- 
mother, died at home 
on Christmas Day, 
1998, with her chil- 
dren by her side. This 
sweet, gentle and loving woman was called 
home by our Lord in her 86th year of life. 

Gladys was born in Harpert, Armenia, the 
youngest of Hagop and Aghavny Ajemian’s 
three children. After the death of her father 
Gladys came to the United States with HG 
mother, brother Jack, and sister Grace 
(Zobian) in 1923. 
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ORPHANS TO BE REMEMBERED WITH 
A CHARITY GOLF OUTING 


Following up on a very successful golf fundraiser last year, the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) is organizing its 2“ Annual Charity Golf Outing to raise funds and awareness for its 
Orphan/Child Care Program in Armenia”. The Gulf Outing is scheduled for August 16™ at the 
oe Golf Club in Oradell, New Jersey. Over 100 golfers enjoyed the First Annual Golf Outing, 
7 in more are anticipated to participate in this year’s event. We are very thankful that Insignia/ESG, 
r an Mrs. Robert Hekemian, and Albert A. Kapigian/Salomon Smith Barney, our three corporate spon- 
sors will be supporting our efforts for a second year. 


Although last year’s outing was a major suc- 
cess for a first-time event, we expect this year’s 
to be even better. “ Save the Date” of August 
16" for this fun and charity event. Look for 
further details in the AMAA News and other 
mailings in the coming months. 


0 Yes, J will participate in AMAA's Charity Golf Out- 


ing to support orphans and needy children in Arme- 
nia, 


O I can not attend AMAA's Charity Golf Outing, but 
would like to support the orphans and and the needy 
children in Armenia. Enclosed is my gift of $ ; Those interested in supporting AMAA’s Or- 
phan and Child Care Services by attending the 
outing or by giving a donation or making a 
sponsorship contribution, may contact Peyton 
Kapigian at (914) 365-1864 or send their 
checks payable to “AMAA-Orphan Care” to 
the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc., 31 West Century Road, 


| 
(Make tax-deductible check payable to AMAA-Orphane Care) Paramus, NJ 07652. 
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Armenian Missionary Association of America 
31 West Century Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
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